CLT Legislative Rating -- 2009 Session

CLT compiled the following votes on taxpayer issues over the 2009 legislative session: Re-
quirements for a two-thirds vote for tax increases and to appropriate stabilization fund money:;
aroll call vote on toll hikes; independent audits of House finances and an independent redistrict-
ing commission. There were four votes dealing with state pensions: Capping amounts paid; no
“windfall” provisions; no bonus if the pension fund loses money, and; prohibiting vacation time
counting as income. Votes for a state hiring freeze, against an alcohol sales tax, and $25 million
to fund the Quinn bill. Votes to eliminate Bunker Hill and Evacuation Day holidays. The vote to

increase the sales tax to 6.25% was counted as “bad”.

The Senate was rated on five votes similar to the House: Independent redistricting; capping
pensions; “windfall” provisions; a state hiring freeze, and; eliminating the two Suffolk County
holidays. There were also votes to hike the state income tax rate to 5.95%, the gas tax by 11
cents and the state sales tax to 6.25%; two votes on the expanded meals tax.

Aaron Michlewitz (D-Boston) was recently elected and didn’t take enough votes to be rated.
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State House of Representatives

2009 Session . . . continued
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2009 Key House Roll Calls

Index Roll Call Date CLT Favored Description
1 13 2/10/2009 Y Independent audit of House finances to federal standards
2 14 2/10/2009 Y Need two thirds roll call vote for a tax increase
3 21 2/10/2009 Y Need two thirds vote to appropriate stabilization fund money
4 26 3/4/2009 Y Sets up independent redistricting commission
5 51 4/6/2009 Y Toll increases must be approved by roll call vote of House and Senate
6 75 4/13/2009 Y Prohibits state pension fund from bonus to employee if fund has yearly loss
7 76 4/13/2009 Y Caps state pension at 4 times average state pension
8 77 4/13/2009 Y Eliminates "windfall" provision for state employees
9 78 4/13/2009 Y Prohibits vacation time from counting as income to boost pensions
10 87 4/26/2009 N Increase sales tax to 6.25%
11 133 4/30/2009 N Delays state hiring freeze until DOR study
12 135 4/30/2009 N Amendment providing $25M to fund Quinn bill
13 145 6/2/2009 Y Eliminates Bunker Hill and Evacuation Days holidays
14 263 11/17/2009 N Further amendment to prevent sales tax increase vote
15 264 11/17/2009 N Further amendment to prevent alcohol sales tax vote
2009 CLT Key Senate Roll Calls
Index Roll Call Date CLT Favored Description
1 1/28/2009 Y Establishing independent redistricting commission
3 3/30/2009 Y Cap state pensions at 4 times average state pension
4 3/30/2009 Y Eliminates "windfall" provision for state employees
5 5/18/2009 N Increase income tax rate to 5.95%
7 5/18/2009 N Hike the gas tax 11 cents
8 5/18/2009 N Increase sales tax to 6.25%
9 5/18/2009 N Allows vote of town meeting/city council to impose 2% local meals tax
10 5/18/2009 N Strikes meals tax part of municipal relief package
11 5/20/2009 Y State wage and hiring freeze
12 5/20/2009 Y Eliminates Bunker Hill and Evacuation Days holidays




